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Students attend Nash­
ville M3 conference ■Fiddler on the ■ H I
By Andrea Van Der Steeg 
News editor
O liv e t s tu d e n ts ' w e re  
given the privilege to fellowship 
and learn with other Nazarene 
co llege s tudents and church 
. leaders from around the country 
last week.
The N azarene church  
held its Millennium Three (M3) 
conference Feb. 17-19 at the 
Gaylord Opryland Resort and 
Convention Center in Nashville, 
Tenn.
The focus of this year’s 
conference was on missions and 
evangelism in the United States 
and Canada.
The conference is a new 
c o n c e p t th a t fa lls  m id -w a y  
between the Nazarene General 
Assemblies, which are held every 
four years. Attendees were able 
to participate in workshops and 
plenary sessions that dealt with 
topics on mission training.
In th e  pa s t, the  
conference has primarily been
geared toward church leaders, but 
this year is the first that college 
students have been invited. Over 
400 college students descended 
on Nashville  from  the United 
States and Canada. Olivet had 
the most students in attendance, 
with a total of 60 students making 
the journey.
According to Bob Kring, 
w ho d ro v e  s tu d e n ts  to  th e  
co n ve n tio n , the  goa l o f the  
convention was “to challenge the 
church to get a vision for reaching 
today’s world -  not just to have 
‘church.’” He said the church’s 
mission should be not only on 
missions overseas.
Jun io r K ris tina  C loud, 
who attended the conference and 
presented a seminar, said that 
she  e n jo y e d  b e ing  a t the  
conference not only to get away 
from school, but also saw other 
opportunities in the convention.
“ I learned a lo t about
Russian peasants (l-r) Phil Danowitz, Jacob Chastain, 
Dejuan Shelby, Brennan Vidt, Ben Chew, and Erick 
Karl perform their parts in the musical “Fiddler.on the 
Roof." For a synopsis o f the play, see page 10. 
(GlimmerGlass photo by Erin Ouwenga)
mm
different areas in the church that 
interest me but that I am not able 
to pursue more here at Olivet for 
one reason or another,” she said.
Olivet President Dr. John
B o w lin g , C h a p la in  M ich a e l 
Benson and VP for Academ ic 
A ffa irs  Dr. G a ry  S tre it a lso  
attended and were involved in 
speaking and in the workshops.
Athletic Training program accreditation yields 
benefits fo r students and program
By Tony Sykes 
News writer
One might say that Olivet 
is getting bigger. There are new 
build ings, new program s, the 
athletic teams are winning and, of 
course, enrollment is still on the 
rise. However, many people may 
not be aware of the advancement 
o f O liv e t ’s A th le tic  T ra in ing  
Education Program (ATEP).This 
past January, the ATEP was 
accredited.
The entire accreditation 
process began in 2000, when the 
ATEP faculty spent a great deal 
o f t im e  c re a tin g  a s p e c if ic  
c u rr ic u lu m  to  s a t is fy  th e  
standards set by the Commission 
on Accreditation of Allied Health 
Education Programs (CAAHEP). 
Also, the ATEP faculty had to 
submit a “self-study” report to the 
J o in t R ev iew  C om m ittee  on 
Educational Programs in Athletic 
Training (JRC-AT).
More recently, in October
of 2002, the ATEP faculty hosted 
a JR C -A T  s ite  v is it  w h ich , 
according to current Director of 
O liv e t ’s A th le tic  T ra in ing  
E d u ca tio n  P rog ram  C h ris  
Harman, “resulted in favorable 
recommendation for accreditation 
by JRC-AT to CAAHEP.” Olivet 
was then informed of CAAHEP’s 
vote for accreditation on January 
24,2003.
With C AAH EP
establishing 2004 as a deadline 
for all athletic training internship 
p ro g ra m s  to. co m p le te  th e  
a c c re d ita tio n  p ro ce ss , it is 
believed that many schools will 
elect to drop their athletic training 
program. Therefore, Harman 
expects  to  see a rise in the 
num ber o f students entering 
Olivet’s ATEP.
“Students have already 
begun to seek admission into our 
program  from  all areas of the
c o u n try ,” H a rm an  sa id , 
“especially those students from 
schools tha t have e lected to 
forego the accreditation process.”
But what exactly does 
O live t’s ATEP have to offer? 
Obviously, it has equaled the 
standards set by CAAHEP if not 
surpassing them.
“The A th le tic  Tra in ing 
Education Program presents a 
unique learning environment,” 
H arm an sa id . The program  
currently has four certified athletic 
trainers on staff, which allows 
s tu d e n ts  to  le a rn  from  
professionals. The students 
experience w hat is called an 
“ intensive didactic curriculum,” 
w ith em phasis in therapeu tic  
m o d a lit ie s , th e ra p e u tic  
re h a b ilita t io n , and  in ju ry  
assessment.
F u rth e rm o re , th e  
students w ill be involved in a
sequence of clinicals with Olivet 
A th le tic s , R iv e rs id e  S p o rts  
Medicine and Kankakee High 
School. The program also has 
affiliations with other local area 
high schools, as well as having 
access to a wide variety of other 
medical and health professionals.
At this point, the Athletic 
Tra in ing E ducation  Program  
seems to be running smoothly, 
even though the popularity of the 
program is growing and more 
students are seeking admission 
into Olivet’s ATEP.
Additionally, Harman feels 
the program will keep with its 
recent success. ‘W ith the ongoing 
support of ONU’s administration, 
D epartm ent o f A th letics, and 
Riverside Medicine, the ATEP will 
con tinue  to  educa te  a th le tic  
training professionals far into the 
future,” she said.
2 News
01 ¡vet s tu d e n t w rites prize-w inning paper
By Andrea Van Der Steeg 
News editor
Lisa Lockwood, a senior 
psychology and Spanish major, 
received second place in this 
year’s third annual Harold Young 
'R e s e a rc h  A w ard , a c o n te s t 
sponsored by sponsored by the 
A ssoc ia tion  of .Nazarenes in 
Social Research (ANSR) and the 
In fo rm ation , Technology and 
Research O ffice at Nazarene 
Headquarters in Kansas City.
T he  p u rp o s e  o f th e  
com pe tition  is to  encourage  
scholarly research pertaining to 
the Church of the Nazarene. This 
y e a r’s to p ic  w as “W om en in 
Ministry: What We Say, What We 
Do.”
Lockwood’s paper was 
w ritte n  fo r he r Indepe nden t 
Research class, supervised by 
Dr. Ray Bower, professor in the 
Division of Social Science. The 
23-page paper, entitled “Effects of 
G e n d e r and  P ro fe s s io n  on 
Perceived Job Perform ance,” 
dealt with the subject of whether 
women were perceived as more 
or less effective than men in 
certain professions, and if the 
pa rticu la r genders in certa in  
professions were looked down 
upon more than others for not
doing a good job.
For her project, Lockwood 
had people read a scenario and 
som e s ta te m en ts  abou t the  
scenario, rating how strongly they 
agreed with the statements.
‘There  were six different 
scenarios that had either a doctor, 
a lawyer, or a m inister that was 
either a man or a woman. One of 
the statements asked people to 
agree or disagree that the doctor/ 
lawyer/minister had done a good 
job in the situation,” Lockwood 
said.
. . According to Lockwood, 
the resu lts  w ere in te res ting . 
“M inisters were rated high, and 
lawyers got a bum deal. Women 
were rated lower overall. Moral of 
the story: Don’t be a female lawyer 
if you want people to think you’re 
doing a good job. Of course, 
that’s a huge overgeneralization, 
but that’s what my experiment 
suggests.”
Lockw ood rece ived  a 
$200 scholarsh ip fo r w inning 
second place in this contest.
Dr. Kent Olney, campus 
representative for ANSR, said, 
“We are very proud of Lisa and 
her accomplishment. She has 
represented Olivet well.” .
T he  H a ro ld  Young 
Research Award is given annually
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Lockwood, second- prize 
winner o f Harold Young 
Research Award. (Submit 
ted photo)
to an undergraduate student at a 
N azarene co llege / un ive rs ity  
presenting an outstanding paper. 
Th is  award is nam ed fo r Dr.
H aro ld  Young, reg is tra r and 
sociology professor at Point Loma 
Nazarene University, whose life 
and in terests exem plified the 
attitude of a Christian scholar.
ANSR is an organization 
of Nazarene socio logists and 
others with professional interests 
in understanding the structure, 
function, and processes of the 
church, as well as its role in 
so c ie ty . T he  g oa l o f th e  
a s s o c ia tio n  is to  g e n e ra te  
so c io lo g ica l research  w h ich 
provides valid information related 
to those subject areas that the 
denom ination considers to be 
especially helpful in better fulfilling 
its mission. For more information, 
v is it  th e  w e b s ite  a t 
www.nazarene.org/ansr.
The week in review: 
An update on world 
events
By Adam Smith 
News writer
A s th e  B ush 
administration continues to press 
its case for war on Iraq, world 
public opinion against m ilitary 
action seem s to  be grow ing. 
Millions around the world marched 
in protest on Saturday, February 
15, including smaller, more high- 
p ro f ile  d e m o n s tra tio n s  in 
Washington and outside the U.N. 
headquarters in New York City.
D e m o n s t r a t i o n s  
c o n tin u e d  th ro u g h o u t th e  
weekend, with nearly 250,000 
gathering in San Francisco on 
Sunday. Between 6 and 10 million 
p e o p le  a re  sa id  to  have  
participated around the world, the 
largest anti-war demonstrations 
s ince the V ietnam  War. The 
protests were largely peaceful.
A t th e  U .N ., 
France, Germany, and Russia 
lead the opposition to the war, 
while the U.S. and the U.K. are 
pressing for m ilitary action. The 
U.K., with American and Spanish 
support, has drawn up a new 
resolution condemning Iraq for 
fa il in g  to  c o m p ly  w ith  th e  
demands of previous resolutions. 
If accepted, this resolution would 
clear the path for a legitimate war 
on Iraq.
A  r iva l p ro p o sa l w as 
im m e d ia te ly  pu t fo rw a rd  by 
France, Germany and Russia, 
d e m a n d in g  m ore  t im e  fo r  
weapons inspections.
U.K. Prime Minister Tony 
Blair has declared that Iraq has 
one final chance to avoid war, but 
says that inaction would lead to 
bloodier conflict in the future, not 
to peace. France, the U.K., the 
U.S., Russia, and China are the 
pe rm a n e n t m em bers  o f the  
Security Council, and all wield 
vetoes.
In related news, Turkey is 
set to allow up to 62,000 U.S. 
troops on Turkish soil should war 
be declared, and to authorize 
Turkish troops to  en te r Iraq. 
T u rk e y ’s p a r t ic ip a t io n  is  
considered strategically vital to 
war plans.
Sadaam Hussein has also 
granted an interview with CBS’s 
Dan Rather, in which he declared 
tha t Iraq ’s possess ion  o f al- 
Samoud missiles do not violate 
th e  U .N .’s d e m a n d s  fo r 
d is a rm a m e n t, and  a lso  
challenged President Bush to a 
televised debate. The interview 
w a s  te le v is e d  in fu ll on 
Wednesday, February 26.
at Sigma Tau Delta International Convention
Members o f Sigma Tau Delta who will be attending the 
convention in Cincinnati are (l-r) front row:Tiffany DeMint, 
Andrea Van Der Steeg,Amanda Beck and Lisa Payne. Back 
row: Deborah Bentley; Emily Jones, chapter president Beth 
Schurman, Erin Laning and Karen Karhan. (Aurora photo by 
Laurie Schirding)
By Olivia Leigh Hodges 
News writer
On Thursday, March 20th, 
nine Olivet students and four fac­
ulty members will journey to Cin­
cinnati, Ohio to participate in the 
annual International Convention of 
Sigma Tau Delta. At the gather­
ing, members of Sigma Tau Delta 
chapters from around the globe 
will come together to join in aca­
demic fellowship and share in 
hearing some of the nation’s fin­
est young literary talents.
Each year, students from 
the various S igm a Tau Delta 
chapters, often at the urging of 
their professors, submit papers of 
various writing styles. Of the en­
tries, the finest are selected to be 
presented and judged against one 
another at the international con­
vention.
The winning authors not 
only obtain the respect and admi­
ration of fellow members, but also 
become eligible to share in the 
thousands of dollars in scholar­
ship donations the society awards 
each year.
In 2003, O livet is privi­
leged to have five students from 
Olivet’s Tau Theta chapter show­
case their work in the competition. 
Although Dr. Shirlee McGuire, fac­
ulty sponsor for O livet’s Sigma 
Tau Delta chapter, cannot recall 
ever having an Olivet student win 
top honors at the event, the par­
ticipants remain hopeful for this 
year’s submissions.
This year, two of the par­
ticipants will be students Amanda 
Beck and Erin Laning.
ROTC cadet 
commissioned
By Olivia Leigh Hodges 
News writer
On Jan 1 5 ,O liv e t ’s 
ROTC program commemorated 
the graduation of one of their stu^ 
dents and commissioned a new 
officer from among the cadets.
Upon graduating, Kenneth 
M. (Mike) Johnson took his oath 
of office in the ROTC commis­
sioning ceremony. To be awarded 
the status of Second Lieutenant, 
he had to graduate.and success-., 
fully complete all the requirements 
of the ROTC program.
Johnson is in Fort Sill, 
Okla., to train for his new position 
as Field Artillery officer. He will 
be stationed at Fort Drum, N.Y.
Laning, a first year partici­
pant, will be reading her original 
work analyzing the book Jude the 
Obscure. According to Laning, 
the piece discusses how “Sue 
Bridehead tried to go against rules 
society had placed on her as a 
woman.”
Beck has the rare honor 
of being selected to exhibit two of 
her compositions. For one piece, 
she com pared author Jam es 
Joyce’s A Portra it o f the A rtis t as 
a Young M an to the philosopher 
Artistotle’s theory of the virtuous 
mean. As explained by Beck, this 
theory shows how individuals 
must “go through the vice of ex­
cess and deficiency.”
A lth o u g h  th e  p ie ce  
sounds quite intriguing, and de­
spite the fact she worked tire­
lessly on perfecting and backing 
up her argument, Beck admits to 
favoring the original poem she 
submitted. According to Beck, the 
title of the poem, “Song of the 
Unrequited,” essentially conveys 
the content, and says she is proud 
of her work because “ it spoke to 
what I was going through when I 
wrote it.”
Although the content of 
the work sounds involved and 
complicated, the conference also 
has a provides students with 
some fun. The staff and students 
participating this year all admitted 
that though the contest was ex­
citing, they were almost equally 
as thrilled to be able to meet stu­
dents from other chapters. In ef­
fect, the convention also serves 
as the event in which represen­
tatives from many of Sigma Tau 
Delta’s 600 chapters from across 
the country, and even a few from 
international sites, can gather to­
gether and join in fellowship with 
other individuals who share an in­
terest in writing and literature.
Although titles will only be 
awarded to a select few, Olivet 
already has the honor of receiv­
ing recognition for their consistent 
participation in Sigma Tau Delta 
events. According to Dr. McGuire, 
O livet is privileged, for the sec­
ond time in three years of being 
named the most active chapter,
beating out other chapters from 
as far away as Paris.
Members o f Tau Theta 
hope to be able to call the chap­
ter home to an international win­
ner, but as Dr. McGuire men­
tioned, all the participants who 
have secured a position in the fi­
nal round are each winners in their 
own right, and should be proud of 
their achievements thus far. And 
.besides, there is always next 
year—of which the convention will 
surely draw even more Sigma Tau 
Delta members, due to its loca­
tion in sunny Daytona Beach, 
Florida.
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4 Im iilvi Features
ByErinLaning 
Features editor
March may not seem to be 
an important month. Many look at 
it as the month that brings spring, 
and most college students think 
about spring break. While March 
may seem like any other month, 
there are many important events 
that are remembered and cel­
ebrated during the thirty-one days 
that make up this month.
According to the ancient 
Rom ans, M arch (then called 
Martius) was the first month of the 
calendar year. Years later, Janu­
ary was made the first month and 
March was pushed back to the 
third month position. March takes 
its name from Mars, the Roman 
god of war. As most people know, 
spring begins in March. This year, 
the vernal equinox will occur on 
the 20th.
M any sayings re fe r to 
M arch . O ne  say ing , “ M arch 
comes in like a lion and goes out
like a lamb,” describes the usual 
pattern of w intry weather at the 
beginning of the month and spring 
like weather at the end. Another 
saying, “Mad as a March hare,” 
comes from hares’ jumping and 
twisting in the air as part of their 
crazy mating habits during the 
month.
March is also the month 
for two important celebrations—  
Women’s History Month and Na­
tional Nutrition Month. W omen’s 
History Month began in 1978 as 
a w e e k lo n g  c e le b ra tio n  in 
Sonoma County, California to pro­
mote teaching women’s history. 
Congress declared it a national 
event in 1981 and expanded it to 
a month long observance in 1987. 
National Nutrition Month, spon­
sored by the American Dietetic 
Association, seeks “to focus at­
tention on the importance of make 
informed food choices and devel­
oping sound eating and physical 
activity habits” (eatright.org). Na­
tional Nutrition Month is celebrat­
ing its 30th anniversary this year.
The month of March is
more than just 31 days of the 
year. It’s also a month of celebra­
tio n — the ce leb ra tions  o f St. 
Patrick’s Day (17th), the coming 
of spring (20th), women’s history 
and healthy living.
The following web sites were con- 
s u lte d  fo r th e  a r t ic le : 
www.annieshomepage.com 
and www.eatright.org.
March isn't just about St. 
Patrick's Day. (Submitted 
photo)
Celebrate
March
holidays!
March birthdays
3rd -Alexander Graham Bell 
6th -Elizabeth Barrett Browning 
6th -Michelangelo 
14th -Albert Einstein 
15th -Andrew Jackson 
16th -James Madison 
18th -Grover Cleveland 
19th -David Livingstone 
21st -Johann Sebastian Bach 
26th -Robert Frost 
26th -Tennessee Williams 
26th -Sandra Day O’Connor 
29th -John Tyler 
29th -Cy Young
State celebrations
1st -Nebraska’s admission to 
the Union
2nd -Texas Independence Day 
(Independence from Mexico) 
4th -William Penn granted a 
charter for Pennsylvania 
(1681)
25th -Maryland Day
(Arrival of the first colonists) 
30th -Seward’s Day
Secretary of State W.H. 
Seward purchased Alaska 
(1867)
Random events
4th -The first Congress under 
the Constitution met (1789) 
5th -Boston Massacre (1770) 
7th -Alexander Graham Bell 
patented the first tele 
phone (1876)
12th -Juliette Law formed the 
Girl Scouts (1912)
14th -Eli Whitney patented the 
cotton gin (1794) 
15th-Julius Caesar was assas 
sinated (44 B-C.)
23rd -Patrick Henry declared, 
“Give me liberty, or give 
me death!” (1775)
31 st -Daylight Savings Time 
went into effect (1917)
March quote
A light exists in spring 
Not present on the year 
At any other period- 
When March is scarcely here.
-Emily Dickinson
Semester abroad... Russia
Students who study abroad in Russia are able to visit sites like the Kremlin in Moscow's 
Cathedral Square. Junior Kandice Arwood spent last semester in Russia. H er reflec­
tions on the experience can be found on page 6. (Submitted photo)
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Comic book 
morality
By Dan Aumiller 
Features writer
I can rem em ber a day 
when collecting comic books was 
a crime to be hidden in a box un­
der your bed, and fanboys would 
be forced to meet in secret like 
Christians in Rome.
Hidden safe w ith in the 
catacombs of suburbia, past the 
mint-in-box Green Lantern toys 
and through the  cham ber of 
Avenger com ics, the fanboys 
would finally be safe to discuss 
the-true origin of Hawkman, the 
meta-physical nature of the inte­
rior of Dr. Fate’s Helmet, whether 
Gambit could whip Wolverine’s 
butt in a fight and other such im­
portant issues.
Now while conversations 
of this nature are still best kept in 
the catacombs, the concepts and 
characters of com ic books have 
exploded into the mainstream of 
pop culture.
The Spider-Man movie 
was a phenomenal smash gross­
ing $114 million dollars in the first 
three days of- release. Likewise, 
“Daredevil” has made $45 million 
so far and even earned a two 
thumbs up from Ebert and Roper; 
a feat that even “Spider-Man” did 
not accomplish.
Now add in the success 
of comic based movies such as 
th e “X-Men,” “Men in Black” and 
‘The  Matrix” (which stole its plot 
from the comic ‘T he  Invisibles”) 
plus the recent glut of TV shows 
such as the “Teenage Mutant 
Ninja Turtles,” “Justice League” 
and “Smallville” and you have a 
full blown revival of Billy Graham 
proportions.
The comic book revolution 
could not have picked a better 
time. 9-11 shook the very foun­
dations of Am erica and cha l­
lenged the reality of our belief in 
freedom.
Jaded Am ericans who 
once com p la ined  cons tan tly  
about the state of our nation found 
themselves waiting in line to do­
nate blood and standing up to de­
fend our country.
In times such as this, I am 
reminded of Matthew 4:16 when
' B 1 H
■ ■ ■ ■  
M i f m y U H
Spiderman and other 
comic book characters may 
be biggersuperheroes than 
you might think. (Submitted 
photo)
Jesus proclaimed, ‘T he  people 
living in darkness have seen a 
great light; on those living in the 
land of the shadow of death a light 
has dawned.”
Not that I am blasphemous 
enough to claim that comic books 
will provide the salvation of the 
earth, but I seriously believe that 
the return to comic books sym­
bolizes the return to morality and 
patriotism in America.
If Americans are ready to 
accept the quest for ‘Truth, Jus­
tice and the American Way” from 
Superman, wouldn’t that mean that 
they would also be more prone to 
accept such a mantra from their 
senator?
And if A m ericans can 
s y m p a th iz e  w ith  C a p ta in  
America’s recent battles against 
terrorism, won’t they be ready to 
support George W. Bush in his 
battles?
The catacom bs of the 
fanboys have burst open to un­
leash liberty and justice for all 
Americans, and the revolution is 
far from over.
Through the lessons of 
Spider-Man, Daredevil, Super­
man and their ilk, Americans can 
learn that the light of hope shines 
brightest within themselves.
So release your inner ra­
dioactive spider, grab a web and 
get ready for the ride. The fight 
for freedom has begun.
The 411 on this 
year's W-2
NAPS
By January 31, every em­
ployer that paid you during 2002 
must provide you with a Form W- 
2, Wage and Tax Statement—  
even if you worked for only a day. 
The nation’s leader in payroll edu­
cation, the American Payroll As­
sociation, offers these tips to help 
you check your W-2:
If you haven’t received 
your W-2, contact the company’s 
payroll department. Be prepared 
with your full name, your Social 
Security number, and your em ­
ployee number.
Check that your name and 
Social Security number exactly 
match those on your Social Se­
curity card. If not, contact your 
payroll department and request a 
corrected W-2. An exact match is 
vital to get your eventual Social 
Security benefits. An exception: 
it’s okay if your Social Security 
card shows your middle name, but 
you r W -2 on ly  con ta ins  your 
middle initial.
Locate your last pay stub 
of the year. The amounts entered 
in W-2 box 1 (Wages, tips and 
other compensation), box 3 (So­
cial Security wages) and box 5 
(Medicare wages and tips) may 
differ from your year-to-date gross
pay. Deductions from your pay for 
some employer-sponsored sav­
ings plan, such as a 401 (k), re­
duce the amount reported in box 
1. Payroll deductions for flexible 
spending accounts (medical, de­
pendent care, etc.) will reduce the 
amounts in boxes 1 ,3  and 5, if 
you chose pre-tax deductions.
Make sure state and local 
boxes accu ra te ly  re flec t the 
sta tes and m un ic ipa lities  fo r 
which you have a tax liability. 
Some of these jurisdictions may 
calculate taxable wages differ­
ently from what is reported in box 
1.
Read the back of the W-2 
Copy B to determine if you are 
eligible for the Earned Income Tax 
Credit, and the back of Copy C 
for explanations of other boxes.
If a ny  o f th e  d o lla r  
amounts seem incorrect, contact 
your payroll department.
If you misplace your W-2, 
request a “reissued statement” 
from  your payroll department. 
Your employer may charge you a 
fee.
For more information, visit 
www.nationalpayrollweek.com.
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Student discovers the soul o f Russia
By Kandice Arwood 
Features writer
Returning from  a four- 
month stay in Russia has been 
as challenging as the actual du­
ration of the trip. When I was 
asked to write an article about my 
trip I was incredibly excited be­
cause I have so much to say 
about my wonderful experience in 
a land filled with amazing history, 
beauty and hospitality, as well as 
the movement of the church that 
clearly exists. I love to talk about 
Russia because it now holds—  
as corny as it may sound— a spe­
cial place in my heart.
Although the sightseeing 
was amazingly beautiful, and the 
academics were very interesting 
and challenging, the things that 
really captured my heart were the 
beauty within the souls of the Rus­
sian people, the exquisiteness of 
Russian literature, the emphasis 
on community, the magnificence 
of Orthodox worship and a devel­
oping passion for peace in the war 
between Russia and its. republic, 
Chechnya.
One of the experiences 
that allowed me to truly experi­
ence the Russian culture was liv­
ing with a Russian fam ily for six 
weeks. The twenty families took 
in random American students and 
treated us just like their sons and 
daughters. These families were 
each individual blessings; they 
lived on 1,000 rubles a month 
(which is about 40 dollars) and still 
would go to any length to buy a 
special gift for their student. My 
Russian fam ily consisted of a 
“babushka”—the commonly used 
endearing term for older ladies 
(although it literally translates as 
grandmother)— that I called my 
mother; a sister, Nadia who was 
twenty; and a niece, Nastia who 
was only two. Nastia’s parents, 
Diema and Era, lived in an apart­
ment that wasn’t big enough to 
have Nastia so she lived with her 
grandmother. Even though Diema 
was a lawyer for the government 
with a Masters degree, and Era 
was a doctor, they still made less 
than a hundred dollars a month. 
Living with this family showed me 
what it was truly like to experi­
ence hospitality. Although they 
had nothing, they still gave me ev­
erything. My mother would sit and 
talk with me over tea for hours (all 
in Russian, of course, so I only 
understood enough to get the prin­
Kandice A rw ood (c e n te r) m ade  
m any new  friends during her  
semester in Russia. (Submitted photo)
ciple of what she was saying and 
try to respond. However, I learned 
more from her than I did in class). 
W e talked about a variety of is­
sues like the housing problem in 
Russia, the Russian economy 
and poverty, alcoholism that is 
widespread, what life Was like un­
der Communism, and what the 
United States is really like. This 
amazing lady worked two twenty- 
four hour shifts a week and would 
com e hom e c o m p le te ly  e x ­
hausted, but still insist that she 
must, sit and talk with me about 
my day and what I was feeling. 
My sister was the same way. 
She also worked every day after 
her classes but insisted on dis­
cussing my day or the Russian 
literature I was reading.
I had heard so much 
about the “Russián soul” before 
going to Russia, but to experience 
it was something I will never for­
get. The Russian hospitality is 
almost inexplicable. I can only 
give you examples that will fail to 
show the true nature and will only 
give you an idea. My group would 
always say “you feel things more 
in Russia,” which is completely 
true because it takes so much out 
of you each day, but you feel so 
passionate throughout that day. I 
could tell you story upon story 
about affectionate deeds I w it­
nessed between strangers, about 
children kissing icons in the Or­
thodox Churches that would bring 
tears to your eyes, or about the 
loving nature of the people that 
are considered to be so stern on 
the outside. The Russian soul, 
however, is simply something that 
just needs to be experienced.
A fter learn ing Russian
history, it is unfathomable that the 
people who have suffered so 
much are as loving and hospitable 
as they are. Before going to Rus­
sia, I had heard many fallacies 
about it— mainly relating to the 
idea that it was swarming with 
atheism resulting from Commu­
nism. Well, the idea that atheism 
is widespread through Russia is 
false. People that comment this 
way obviously aren’t keen with 
Russian history. I will not deny 
that I met some students who 
were atheists, but I have also had 
friends who claim to be atheists 
in the United States. Few people 
know  the R ussian O rthodox 
Church has existed in Russia for 
over a thousand years— yes, it 
existed under Communism. I 
learned about the growing Chris­
tian community of the Russian 
O rthodox Church, the Baptist 
Church, and the missionary led 
churches. The Russian Orthodox 
Church has not only survived 
over a thousand years, but it has 
also suffered within the harsh con­
text of Russian history.
The misconceptions about 
Russia come as a result of our 
lacking educational focus on this 
area. I barely remember cover­
ing Russia in elementary school, 
or even high school. Whether this 
was related to the Cold War or the 
negative connotations that Com­
munism carried with it, Russia has 
been neg lected. The war in 
Chechnya went uncovered in the 
American press even before Sep­
tem ber 11. Russia, although 
growing in importance within the 
global community, is often blown 
aside by the United States.
I learned about the very
people who are immensely af­
fected by the harsh political, eco­
nomical, and social conditions 
that have been brought onto them 
throughout history. I read Rus­
sian literature that is a huge part 
of the culture and has been for­
gotten in the United States. The 
w orks of A lexander Pushkin, 
F yodo r D ostoevsky, M ikha il 
B u lga kov , M ax im  G orky, 
Aleksandr Solzhenitsyn and Leo 
Tolstoy are nothing short of mas­
terpieces. Why have few Ameri­
cans heard of these unbelievable 
writers? I don’t know the answer.
I do know, however, that they need 
to  be read! Books like ‘T he  
B ro th e rs  K a ra m a z o v ”
(Dostoevsky), “One Day in the Life 
o f Ivan  D e n is o v ic h ” 
(S o lzhen itsyn ), and “ Eugene 
Onegin” (Pushkin) not only give 
an insight into the culture, history 
and beauty of Russia, but they 
also give gifts of advice and ex­
perience for life. Russian litera­
ture is one of the greatest gifts that 
I carried home from Russia.
I understand this article is 
a bit scattered, but so are my 
thoughts. This experience has re­
ally challenged my thoughts in 
every way. It has affected me, 
and I am forever grateful for this 
experience. It has caused me to 
think about the global community 
of which I am just a small part. 
My heart will always remember 
that around the world in Nizhni 
Novgorod, Russia, people are 
working to rebuild the Church. It 
seems too simple to say we need 
to remember that people around 
the world are creations of God—  
part of the Church community. If 
we truly remembered this idea, we 
would fight to change our foreign 
policy and examine how it af­
fected the people it was meant for. 
W e would change our attitudes 
within the mission field from pray­
ing for people to praying with 
them. We would do something 
about their pain instead of con­
tinuing this ontology of pain and 
violence. While I am thinking par- 
t ic u la r ly  o f th e  s itu a tio n  in 
Chechnya, this is applicable to 
every situation. How would we 
all change our thoughts and ac­
tions if we remembered that all 
humanity is part of God’s creation 
and being part of one Church 
doesn’t mean being an American 
who speaks English?
By Denise Knee 
Spiritual Life editor
Communications profes­
sor Amy Tallman has been teach­
ing here at O livet for two years 
as an adjunct professor. Tallman 
currently teaches Public Speak­
ing.
Tallman was born in Kan­
sas City, Missouri while her father 
Pastor Dan Boone was attending 
Nazarene Theological Seminary. 
She then lived in North Carolina 
fo r  e ig h t ye a rs , 
ashville,Tennessee for six years 
and then here in Bourbonnais, Il­
linois halfway through her first 
year of high school.
After graduating from Bra­
dley Bourbonnais Com m unity 
High School, Tallman enrolled at 
Olivet where she double majored 
in English and Communications. 
W hile at Olivet Tallman was ac­
tively involved in radio, Vision, the 
Green Room, Omega, Womens 
Residential Association and Au­
rora.
Tallman traveled with V i­
sion during her sophomore year 
and during that year she experi­
enced great spiritual growth. Dur­
ing this emotionally, physically 
and spiritually exhausting year 
she heard God saying, “ I’ve been
here all along, but are you ready 
for some help now?” During this 
time she learned to trust God’s 
strength not her own.
Tallman married Christian 
Education major Brent Tallman in 
December of their senior year af­
ter meeting him at the beginning 
of their junior year at the Ollies 
Follies skit competition. After col­
lege, Brent went to Nazarene 
Theolog ica l Sem inary before 
Brent was offered the RD for Hills 
position and Amy was offered an 
adjunct teaching position.
Amy is currently working 
on her m aste rs  in w riting  at 
DePaul University and will gradu­
ate in June 2003. Currently she 
is thinking about teaching while 
freelance writing on the side for 
her career path.
“ I love teaching. It’s been 
a blessing, it’s been so much fun 
building relationships with stu­
dents,” Amy said.
Her favorite class to teach 
is Public Speaking because of the 
amount of growth she can see in 
her students from the beginning 
of the semester to the end.
S he a d v is e s  c u rre n t 
O livet students to be careful not
Erik Gernand, Ashley Gernand,Abby Boone, Amy Tallman 
and BrentTallman spend time together at Christmastime. 
(Submitted photo)
to date too much, to be sure to 
spend time with friends and not 
just with your boyfriend or girl­
friend.
She also advises students 
to be open and teachable be­
cause God has so many more 
paths available to people who are 
open to His will.
“Teach me, and I 
will be quiet; show me 
where I have been 
wrong. ”
-  Job 6:24
Olivet students befriend nursing 
hom e residents through Evangels
ByTricia Miller 
Spiritual Life writer'
Alvin used to be a profes­
sional pin setter at a bowling al­
ley. Nathan Jones, a junior psy­
chology and business major at 
Olivet, can tell you all about it. Co­
leader with Bethany Brown of 
Evangels, Jones spends time at 
a couple of area nursing homes 
each week.
“ It’s not a very demanding 
ministry,” Jones, who works 15- 
20 hours per week in addition to 
leading Evangels said. A group of 
12-15 O livet students regularly 
participate in the ministry.
Every Tuesday members 
of the group spends from 4 to 5 
p.m. at Bradley Royale Health 
Care Center, and at the same time
on Thursday others go to Provena 
Our Lady of Victory. The group is 
not limited to those specific times, 
but this is when students are guar­
anteed to have a ride.
Jones spends time with 
about three residents each time 
he goes, and they notice when he 
gets too busy to come. The visits 
give him something to look for­
ward to and have even prompted 
him to consider a career in nurs­
ing home administration.
“Most of them are just re­
ally sweet and lonely,” Jones said.
Residents, who are often 
Christians, like to talk about God, 
students’ futures, as well as their 
own children. They love it when
the students sing, and Jones 
hopes the Evangels can bring 
more music to the residents in the 
future.
“When I was 11 and 12, 
my best friend was an 80-year- 
old woman,” Jones said.
This “friendship’ ministry is 
fitting for those who enjoy listen­
ing to stories from a retired pro­
fessional clown or who can pass 
out decorations to 240-plus resi­
dents during the holidays.
Anyone who would like to 
become involved with Evangels 
sh o u ld  e m a il Jo n e s  a t 
njones@olivet.edu. Sophomore Bethany Brown 
with one o f the women she 
visits. (Submitted photo)
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Revelation of romance
By Mariah Secrest 
Spiritual Life writer
It would probably come 
as no surprise to  you, fe llow  
Olivetians, if I claimed that ro­
mance is a pretty big thing here 
at ONU. Throughout these hal­
lowed halls of higher learning, you 
need not strain your eyes too hard 
to see a young man and woman 
gaz ing ly  ado ring ly  in to  each 
other’s eyes. Perhaps your own 
eyes have been preoccupied with 
the loving gaze of another’s. O r 
perhaps you wish you were one 
of the ones lucky enough to find 
themselves in that blessed state 
called romantic love. But although 
we are surrounded by this obses­
sion with, or in some cases, des­
peration for romance, do we ever 
pause from our romance-seeking 
lives long enough to ask why ro­
mance is such a big deal? Fur­
thermore, if we answer the first 
question with the rather cop-out 
answer, “ It’s the way God made 
us,” can we answer the question 
that follows, “for what purpose did 
God create this desire within us?”
I suppose a very practi­
cal if not base answer would be 
“reproduction.” Babies have to be 
made somehow, right? Let’s ex­
amine this answer. God couldn’t 
come up with any other way to 
repopulate the earth, so he insti­
tuted marriage as a way to cre­
ate more people. Hmm.That may 
be part of His plan, but why all 
the emotion and desire associ­
ated with dating and marriage if 
only to carry out a purely “scien­
tific” function?
There must be something 
a little deeper. Someone else may 
answer that since God involves 
emotion in the process, he de­
signed marriage as a support sys­
tem. After all, didn’t God create 
Eve to be a helper for Adam, so 
that he wouldn’t be alone? Yes, 
this is also certainally an aspect 
of romance, but if that were its 
only purpose, why wouldn’t nor­
mal friendship fill the need? Try as 
you might, convincing yourself 
you will always be completely
satisfied with the term “just friends” 
doesn’t cut it.
So what could possibly 
be the reason God created us 
with a desire for romantic love? 
Singer/songwriterTracy Dawn, in 
her song “ R eve la tion  o f Ro­
mance,” explains it with exquisite 
simplicity: “See, the longing you 
feel, the romance that you thirst. I 
made you in my likeness, and I 
felt that first.” Amazing. Could it be 
God created a desire for romance 
within us because it echoes the 
longing He has for an even more 
intense intimacy with us? Jesus 
always gave His disciples some­
thing they could relate to from 
everyday life to illustrate a deeper 
spiritual concept. His parables 
were full of analogies. He com ­
pared the Word of God to seed 
sown on different types of soils. 
He compared faith to a mustard 
seed, and God to a shepherd. His 
people needed something they 
could understand, and these illus­
trations fit perfectly with their ag­
ricultural lifestyle. So also God 
gave us romance as a living par­
able deisgned to teach us some­
thing about God. The only expla­
nation for society ’s obsession 
with sex, romance, and marriage 
is that, whether or not they are 
aware of it, it is as close to our 
relationship with God that we can 
understand on earthly terms. Like 
any desire, society can and does 
pervert it to suit its own fleshly 
purposes.The sad thing is that the 
world’s version of love and sex, 
often thought to be the same thing, 
is a watered-down version of the 
real thing. When we understand 
God created romance to whet our 
longing thirst for a relationship with 
Him, we can appreciate the high 
calling of this beautiful illustration. 
So the next time you find yourself 
longing for fairy-tale love, remem­
ber your longing is a symbol of a 
bigger picture— God’s longing for 
an exclusive, intimate, and per­
manent relationship with you.
Annual fast being held to aide 
earthquake victims in Mexico
By Denise Knee 
Spiritual Life editor
On Friday, March 7, stu­
dents from Olivet and all of the 
other Nazarene colleges and uni­
versities across North America 
will have the opportunity to fast 
one meal in order to support vic­
tim s of a major earthquake in 
Colima, Mexico on January 22, 
2003. The money for the meal 
fasted from the students meal 
ticket is then donated to the vic­
tims of the earthquake.
This annual project, the 
Kurt Finkbeiner Fast, is held in 
m emory of Kurt Finkbeiner who 
served as student body president 
at Northwest Nazarene College 
fo r the 1988-89 schoo l year. 
Finkbeiner drowned in a tragic 
swimming accident on June 10, 
1989, the day before he was to 
graduate college.
O ne o f F in k b e in e r ’s 
dreams was to have an event in 
which students from all of the 
Nazarene campuses could unite
in order to raise money to help the Moore, VP of Spiritual Life said. “Feed the hungry! Help those 
needy in the world. In 1990, the More information about in trouble! Then your ligh t w ill
Nazarene Student Leadership how to get involved in this project shine out from  the darkness, 
Conference decided that each will be given out during chapel or and the darkness around you  
year they would hold a fast in can also be obtained by contact- sha ll be as b righ t as day ” 
Finkbeiner’s memory, and use the ing the office of Spiritual Life. - Is a ia h  58:10 TLB
m oney ra ised to  help w ith  a 
p ro je c t d e ­
signed to serve 
others.
“ I think 
this is going to 
be a great ex­
perience. It is 
great to see all 
o f the
Nazarene s is - . 
te r  s c h o o ls  
w o rk in g  to ­
gether hand in 
hand for a com­
mon cause. To 
me this is what 
the community 
of Christ is for,”
Tara  B e th
Have you ever considered a ministry 
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Bill, Chelo, and M aria pose for a final 
shot, displaying the finished product 
o f a makeover success. (Submitted 
photo)
Chelo creates a Valentine's
Day transformation in the
Shine 89 studios
Shine 89 radio host M aria  Barr smiles 
nervously as Ontiveros applies high­
lights to her hair. (Submitted photo)
Shine 89 station director Bill Dewees 
endures Ontiveros* blowdryer with 
great self-control. (Submitted photo)
M aria  looks on as Ontiveros puts the 
finishing touches on her new hair­
style. (Submitted photo)
Accomplished makeup 
artist takes on Bill and 
Maria in the  Morning
By Jennifer Francis
Arts and Entertainment writer
After working for clients 
such as Matchbox 20, Billy Joel, 
Pink Floyd, Jon Bon Jovi and 
Patty Cabrera, makeup artis t 
Chelo Ontiveros took on B ill and  
María in the Morning on Shine 89.7 
FM/WONU on Friday, Feb. 14 
from 6-9 a.m.
O n tiv e ro s  gave  
makeovers to broadcasters Bill 
DeWees and Maria Bar r and a 
listener, Steve Camp of Beecher, 
III. Listeners called the morning 
show on 
T h u r s ­
d a y  to  
make the 
case that 
their sig­
n if ic a n t  
o t h e r  
needed a 
makeover.
S h i n e  
s t a f f  
m e m ­
b e r s  
p i c k e d  
the w in­
ner prior 
t o 
F rid a y ’s 
s h o w .
“This was a great opportunity for 
a listener to receive a .makeover 
from an expert that is trusted with 
major celebrities,” Jessica Jollett, 
producer of B ill and M aria in the 
Morning said.
Ontiveros also answered 
questions from listeners and of­
fered beauty tips and sugges­
tions. “Chelo Ontiveros provided 
the perfect chance for individuals 
to pamper their significant other
Steve Camp o f Beecher, III. and his 
daughters pose with Bill outside the 
Shine 89 studios. (Submitted photo)
with a makeover to kick off spe­
cial plans for the Valentine’s Day 
weekend,” Jollett said.
However, even -an artist 
whohas worked for celebrities 
can get a little nervous. “Out of all 
the people I have worked on, only 
two have made me even slightly 
nervous or tongue-tied. The first 
time was when my pastor asked 
me to cut his hair. I nearly cut my 
fingers and it took nearly an hour 
to completé. The second was 
when the group M enudo came 
into town and needed my ser­
vices. I grew up on that music,”
Ontiveros 
said. 
Ontiveros 
b e lo n g s  
to Chris­
tian Life 
F e l lo w ­
sh ip  in 
M o n e e . 
W h e n  
she isn’t 
traveling 
between 
c i t i e s ,  
s h e  
s p e n d s  
the  m a­
jo r ity  o f 
her tim e 
w ith  her
four children and husband.
‘T he  day I was called in 
to Shine, I was taking my daugh­
ter to an American Girls photo 
shoot so we could spend the day 
together and she could help me 
work. I like to do that magazine. 
It’s a nice change of pace from 
my usual work,” Ontiveros said.
Ontiveros, an indepen­
dent contractor, is based in Los 
Angeles, New York and Chicago.
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FOX News political personality 
to make Olivet appearance
By Thomas Smith
Arts and Entertainment editor
On April 9, celebrated po­
litical pundit Fred Barnes w ill 
make an appearance on the cam­
pus of O livet Nazarene Univer­
sity to discuss what Americans 
should be doing during this time 
of uncertainty and looming war. 
Barnes’ address will be given in 
the form of a community luncheon, 
open to area citizens as well as 
University students.
Barnes is the executive 
editor of The W eekly Standard, a 
national magazine that covers 
conservative political views on 
current issues. The Standard  is 
an esteemed publication, being 
the first weekly opinion periodical 
to be published in over 40 years. 
Barnes formed the Standardwtih 
W illia m  K r is to l and  John  
Podhoretz after serving ten years 
as the executive editor and chief 
W hite House correspondent for 
The New Republic. Barnes, along 
with Mort Kondracke, also serves 
as co-host of the FOX News 
Channel program The Beltway 
Boys (seen on Olivet channel 19 
every Saturday afternoon at 5:00
p.m). He also makes regular ap­
pearances as chief correspon­
dent on the PBS series N ational 
Desk. Barnes is also moderator 
of The Voice o f America show, “Is­
sues in the News,” and hosts a 
weekly radio pro­
gram, ‘W hat’s the 
S to ry?” He has 
a p p e a re d  • on 
“Meet the Press,”
“Nightline,” “Face 
the Nation,” and 
“T he  M cN e il 
L e h re r N ew s 
Hour.” From 1988 
to 1998, Barnes 
w as a re g u la r  
g u e s t on “T he  
M c L a u g h l i n  
G roup,” where he 
was known for his 
wit and piercingly 
w o rd e d  e x ­
c h a n g e s  w ith  
other panelists.
Insight màgazine 
ca lls  Barnes “a 
trendsetter...W ithout slitting a 
single throat or having to change 
his hat size, he has quietly be­
come one of W ashington’s most 
prominent pundits.” Similarly, Me­
dia Guide called him “a great po-
Political commentator 
Fred Barnes on the 
FOX News program, 
The Beltway Boys. 
(Submitted photo)
litical reporter-columnist” whose 
ideas are “exqu is ite ly  tim ed.” 
Barnes is “a wildcatter - he shuns 
sure things and develops offbeat 
ideas that are worthwhile even if 
they turn to be dry holes.” The 
Guide also hon­
ored Barnes with 
its highest rating 
of four stars. The 
Guide named his 
w ork on Secre­
ta ry  o f S ta te  
J a m e s  B a ke r 
(“Mr. Schmooze: 
W a s h in g to n ’s 
Overrated Man”) • 
as the finest com­
mentary of 1988, 
and his p iece on 
hea lth  ca re  is ­
sues as the best 
of 1994.
Barnes is 
a graduate of the 
University of V ir­
g in ia  and  a 
Neiman Fellow at 
Harvard University. Before joining 
the Baltimore Sun in 1979, he cov­
ered the W hite House and the 
Supreme Court for The Washing­
ton Star. He was the Sun’s national 
political correspondent and wrote
a media column for The American 
S pectator entitled Presswatch. 
He joined the staff of The New Re­
p u b lic s  1985.
Mr. B a rn e s  has w r it te n  fo r  
R eader’s D igest (for whom he is 
a roving editor), The Public Inter­
est, The Spectator, Virginia Quar­
te rly Review, Policy Review, The 
NewYorkTim es, The Wall S treet 
Journal, The N ew  York Times 
Book Review, W ashingtonian, 
and both The Sunday Telegraph 
and Sunday Times o f London, 
Vogue, The National Interest, and 
International Economy.
Barnes’ visit to O livet is 
sponsored in part as a lecture in 
the Distinguished Speakers Se­
ries, underwritten by Peoples 
Bank of Kankakee County, and 
as a service of ONU Presents, a 
program providing inspirational, 
educational, and enterta in ing 
events to Olivet Nazarene Uni­
versity and the surrounding com­
munity. National City is the title 
sponsor of the ONU Presents 
series. More information on the 
campus location of the program 
and ticket prices will be available 
in the coming month.
"Fiddler" entertains Olivet 
community, brings reflec­
tion
By Andrea Vandersteeg 
Arts and Entertainment writer
On Feb. 27,28 and March 
1, Olivet’s Departments of Music 
and Drama presented “Fiddler on 
the Roof,” a renowned musical by 
Jerry Bock and Sheldon Harnick.
Set in the small Russian 
town of Anatevka in 1905, “Fid­
dler” gives us a glimpse into the 
life of Tevye (Phil Dannewitz), a 
milkman; his wife Golde (Kristin 
Amato); and their three daughters 
Tzeitel (Kathryn Buishas),Hodel 
(Amanda Medley), and Chava 
(Thea Hanson).Traditionally, the 
town’s matchmaker, Yente (An­
drea Boswell), pairs the girls of 
the village with their mates. How­
ever, the oldest of Tevye’s three 
daughters, Tzeitel, wants to marry 
th e  po o r ta ilo r  M o te l (B rad  
Senffner).They promise to marry 
against the wishes of Yente, who
has chosen the m iddle-aged 
butcher Lazar Wolf (Tim Koerner) 
as Tze ite l’s husband. Despite 
these  c ircu m s ta n ce s , Tevye 
grants perm ission to Motel to 
haveTzeitel’s hand in marriage, 
going against ages of tradition and 
the social customs of the time. 
Finding his culture and values 
overturned, Tevye faces anpther 
dilemma when the villagers of 
Anatevka hear that Jews in sur­
rounding towns are being evicted 
and sent out of the country. As the 
drama continues, Perchik and 
Hodel becom e engaged, and 
Chava and Fyedka also follow 
suit. While Tevye gives the former 
couple permission to marry, he 
disowns Chava for w ishing to 
marry out of the faith. Soon after, 
all the people of Anatevka are 
evicted from the area, and Tevye 
finds himself in America, on the 
verge of a new life of freedom.
Images o f transition: "Fid 
dlerontheR oof"
Phil Dannewitz, as Tevye, 
pauses a t the edge o f his 
cart to rest. (GlimmerGlass 
photo by Erin Ouwenga)
Thea Hanson, Kathryn 
Buishas, and Kristin Amato 
labor away at the day’s 
work. (GlimmerGlass photo by 
Erin Ouwenga)
Study Break ■
Ask Mrs. Slappy!
By Earlene Slappy 
Study Break writer
D ear Readers,
In m y husband, the  re ­
now ned C ap’n ’s, abence, I am  
writing this column. While m y hus­
band does a w onderful jo b  with 
the issues he addresses, I fee l 
th a t som e top ics ju s t need a 
woman’s touch. With that in mind, 
I bring you.. .Ask Mrs. S lappy! 
Enjoy!!!
Dear Earlene,
My roommate has decided 
to transfer to another college, and 
I think it’s because of a dumb boy. 
What should I do?
Sincerely,
Grim in Grand
D ear Grim,
In m y early  days here a t 
O NU, b e fo re  I m e t m y  
Schnookum s, I a lm ost fo llow ed  
O livet’s dream iest M ath Lab T.A. 
when he tran s fe rred  to P o in t 
Loma. Then a t a planetarium show  
the w eekend before  I was to 
leave, I found m y irresistib le  lug  
s itting  a ll a lone and I knew  we 
were m eant to be. Your best be t 
is to introduce your room mate to 
the w onderful p lethora o f p lan ­
etarium shows we offer here (The 
Captain and I fondly suggest ‘The 
Explorers o f M auna Kea” as our
favorite) and hope she finds love. 
Just m ake sure you don ’t send  
her during one o f the grade school 
fie ld  trip  show s! I don ’t care how  
desperate you are to keep her 
here, that’s illegal.
Ms. Slappy,
Call me innocent, but after 
Dr. Troy Martin spoke in chapel I 
left confused, but too em bar­
rassed to ask any of my friends. 
Just what is circumcision? •
‘Troying” to Understand
D e a r’Troying,”
It’s  a good thing you asked  
me about this, not the Captain. He 
has a sharp memory o f the events 
surrounding h is b irth  and it ’s  s till 
a sensitive subject w ith him. You 
see, when a baby boy is bom  and  
h is ...W e ll, th e re ’s  th is  p a r t 
w here... Urn, the doctor can cu t 
o ff a ... Whew! I’m  a ll flustered now. 
That’s a be tte r m atte r o f d iscus­
s ion  fo r yo u r B ib le  professor, 
‘Troying.” Next question, please!
•••>«-. 'i ir i i f .  ¡GlOtUt
Dear Madame Slappy,
What’s up with the Airheads 
we got in the mail? Did they imply 
something about the ASC Presi­
dential Candidate that sent them? 
Airhead in the Bubble
D ear Airhead,
This afternoon, I was de­
lighted to find the same delectable 
candy in  m y m ailbox'next to the 
la tes t issue o f Redbook. Then 
when I read “A irH ead” on the  
package, I scream ed and ran a ll 
the way to the nearest hospital. I 
think that what the candidate was 
trying to say is that we’ve a ll con­
tracted a disease in which ex­
trem e pressures bu ild  up in our 
brains from  spending too m uch 
dim e in  the Bubble, and he fears 
fo r ou r safety. Thank you, A ll- 
Knowing Candidate fo r breaking 
the terrible news in such a fun and  
pleasant way!
Dear Mrs. Cap’n Ma’am,
Where have all the pos­
sums gone? I haven’t seen any 
all semester.
Worried about my family,
H.E. Olivet III
Dear Herman,
This m orning, I chased a 
hawk a ll the way down University 
Avenue in  m y bathrobe and curl­
ers. I th ink he has som ething to 
do with you r poo r fam ily’s disap­
pearances. The C apta in ’s been 
threatening to shoot the thing a f­
te r it carried ou r youngest dw arf 
daughter, Esmerelda, away to its  
perch. We’re trying to help, bu t it 
seem s like  every tim e we ca ll 
Public Safety to report more m iss­
in g  m a rs u p ia ls  -  a n d  o u r 
daughter’s  disappearance -  they 
ju s t laugh it  off. Rum or is, the two 
are  cohorts, so  run  from  the  
D oughnut M en and  B ig  B ird, 
Herman!
WeiI, I guess that’s it  fo r me 
this time. M y husband should be 
back from  h is  sea voyage by the 
next issue, so don ’t forget to send  
h im  y o u r q u e s tio n s  a t: 
slappycaptain @ hotmail.com. 
ZeiG ezundt!
Mrs. Slappy
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GlimmerGlass sta ff poses fo r new PR shotsf
Recently, members o f the GlimmerGlass staff were asked to pose for new public relations material. Here are some o f 
the shots you might see next yearm
Hulga chooses love over snow
By Erin Rumbley 
Executive editor
The story you are about to 
read is  m ostly true. The nam es 
have been changed to protect the 
innocent.
Hulga sang softly to herself 
as she walked through the drift­
ing snow. She was getting bored 
w ith w a lk ing around cam pus 
while for her fiancée, Elbert, fin­
ished writing a paper in the library. 
Looking at the drifts of snow, she 
began to imagine pictures and 
sculptures rising out of the drifts.
“This one is really nice,” 
she said to herself as she gazed 
down into a particular drift. The 
snow was formed in a lovely peak, 
and she was so bored and an­
noyed with waiting and walking 
that she decided to pick up the 
snow and take it back to her room. 
Although she wasn’t sure what to 
do with the snow once she got it 
home, it was just too beautiful to 
leave lying there amid the other 
drifts.
Soon, however, the clump 
of snow began to make her hands 
cold through her m ittens and 
Hulga tried to think of a better way 
to  c a rry  h e r new  tre a s u re . 
“ H hhm m m ...l could carry the 
snow on my shoulder, or in one 
hand at a time,” she thought. The 
more she thought about it, though, 
only one choice stood out. “ I
know!” she said aloud, “I could put 
it on my head.” Soon, the large 
mound of snow was resting hap­
pily on top of her head as she 
walked along.
A few minutes later on the 
other side of campus, Bert and 
Ronna were leaving Burke when 
Bert noticed Hulga walking to­
ward them. He leaned over to 
Ronna and whispered in her ear, 
“ I think that girl has snow on her 
head!”
Ronna only laughed at 
him. “W hy would someone carry 
snow on their head?” she asked.
“ I don’t know,” Bert an­
swered, “But I’m pretty sure that’s 
what she is doing.”
However, no matter what 
Bert said, Ronna refused to be­
lieve the pile on Hulga’s head was 
snow, and the two finally decided 
that it must have been an over­
size hat. “W hatever makes her 
happy, I guess,” Bert finally de­
cided as they continued on their 
way.
Happily unaware of the 
conversation Bert and Ronna 
were having, Hulga finished her 
walk and headed toward the li­
brary to meet Elbert. She knew 
he should be done with the paper
he was writing, and the closer she 
got to seeing him, the more ex­
cited she became to show him her 
new snow treasure.
She walked in the front 
doors of the library and was nearly 
halfway to the stairs when the li­
brarian stopped her. “You can’t 
bring that in here!” the librarian 
scolded.
“W hat are you ta lk ing  
about?” Hulga asked. Although 
she was excited about the snow 
sculpture, she had forgotten it 
wouldn’t be allowed inside the li­
brary.
The librarian looked a little 
sheepish as she pointed to the 
mound of melting snow on Hulga’s 
head. “You can’t bring snow into 
the library,” was all the librarian 
said.
“Oh, I’m sorry,” Hulga said 
and she turned toward the doors 
of the library and walked outside. 
Once back in the cold, she lov­
ingly took the snow from her head 
and set it on the ground next to 
the door.
After meeting Elbert in the 
computer lab, the two of them 
walked back outside. “ I have 
something to show you!” Hulga 
told him excitedly.
“All right,” Elbert smiled at
her. “ I’m sure it will be great.”
“Don’t look!” Hulga told 
him as she turned toward her pile 
of snow.
E lbert, be ing the kind 
fiancée he was, looked the other 
way as she picked up her snow 
and set it on her head once again. 
“OK, I’m ready,” Hulga told him.
W hen  E lb e r t tu rn e d  
around, he began to laugh at her, 
and after a moment, proceeded 
to knock the snow from her head. 
“ H aha, you are  so s illy ,” he 
laughed.
Hulga was hurt by his 
rude behavior and became quite 
upset with him. Not only had he 
laughed at her snow and the in­
genious way she had learned to 
carry it, but he had also destroyed 
her treasure when he knocked it 
off.
When Elbert realized she 
was so upset by the whole thing, 
he tried to apologize and comfort 
her, but Hulga wouldn’t let him. 
“Don’t touch me!” she shouted, 
and Elbert backed away.
What followed was a typi­
cal fight between lovers and in the 
end, the two of them decided to 
make up. After all, a piece of snow, 
even an interesting one, isn’t re- 
a lly  w o rth  f ig h t in g  w ith  a 
fiancée...or is it?
Sports
Men's Basketball looks 
to playoffs in two cru­
cial games
By Andy Maynard 
Sports Editor
This season was a great 
c o m p e tit io n  in th e  C C A C . 
Throughout the season the lead 
was held mainly by one team: St. 
Xavier University. The next two 
spo ts  in the s tand ings were 
strongly contested over between 
U n iversity o f St. Francis and 
Olivet. It is fitting that the last 
matchup of the regular season for 
the CCAC would come in a de­
ciding match between Olivet and 
the University of St. Francis on 
March 1.
After the Tigers suffered 
from a December slump, winning 
only one of the ir gam es that 
month, it was a do or die time for 
the team. They came back from 
Christmas break with confidence 
by winning both of their games in 
the Trevecca Nazarene Univer­
sity Classic and then beat key ri­
val, St. Xavier. They continued to 
dominate opposing teams, and 
have won 12 out of 15 games 
since returning from Christmas 
break.
The first of the T iger’s 
tests cam e on Tuesday night
Coach Ralph Hodge conferences with his players while 
Brandon Barr (24) and Jeremy Riddle (32) look on. 
(GlimmerGlass photo by Johnathan Tran)
Andy McCormick, senior; is one o f  
Olivet's starters. The Tigers will need 
strong play from all o f their starters in 
order to move into the playoffs. 
(GlimmerGlass photo by Johnathan Tran)
when they faced the 
co n fe re n c e  le a d e r 
and eighth ranked St. 
Xavier University. The 
team put on a great 
performance for the 
packed M cHie 
Arena and both 
te a m s  knew  
what was on the 
line.
The  e n tire  
gam e w as a 
tough com peti­
tion and at the 
half, O livet was 
only up by four 
points. Not until 
late in the fourth period 
did Olivet pull into a 
commanding lead and 
win the game to shake 
up the standing in the 
C h icago  C o lleg ia te  
Athletic Conference.
The  las t po in ts  
were made by Marcus 
L y te  w ith  a one-
handed dunk to put the 81st point 
on the board.The final score was 
in Olivet’s favor, 81 - 74.
The win came with excel­
lent performances from the teams 
two leading scorers this year:
The Sk
Basketball (Men)( 18-12. 10-3) 
Ind. U .South Elend W  90-74 
Purdue-Calumet W  72-60 
Illinois Inst, o f  Tech W  65-26 
Barat College W  92-70 
S t Xavier W  81-74
Basketball(W om en)( 17-13. 
6-6)
Illinois Inst o f Tech W  78-24 
Ind. U.-South Bend L 69-58 
Robert Morris L 83-80 
S t Xavier L 75-49
Track (Men)
DePauw University Invit 
8th-32 points 
NCCAA Indoor Nationals 
5th-66 points
Track (Women)
DePauw University Inv it 
7th-47 points 
NCCAA Indoor Nationals 
9th-47 points
Baseball
Union University Cancel 
Bethel College Cancel
Softball (2-0)
Lincoln M em roial W2-0.
W 7 -I
Gene Mosley Invitational 
both gam es cancelled
All scores are courtesy o f  
Olivet's athletics web site lo­
cated  a t w w w .olivet.edu/ 
athletics.
The Tiger's hopes 
o f making the 
playoffs is in their 
own hands.
Tony Hodge and Jeremy Riddle. 
Hodge had an excellent night, 
scoring 22 points and snatching 
six rebounds. Riddle also had an 
excellent game with 20 points, 
and Brad Barr scored 11 points 
off the bench.
W ith the  w in ove r St. 
Xavier, O livet is now tied with 
them for first place in the CCAC.
If O livet wins its next match, the 
Tigers will have the top ranking in 
the CCAC and a guaranteed spot 
in the NAIA National Tournament.
The Tiger’s hopes of mak­
ing the playoffs is in their own 
hands. All they need to do is 
win their final game against 
the University of St. Francis, 
and their spot in the playoffs 
will be guaraunteed.
In the past week’s national 
rankings, the Tigers recieved 
only one vote, but with the 
upset over St. Xavier, they 
are sure to get more recog­
nition for their skill despite the fact 
that their overall record is not as 
outstanding as the other ranked 
teams.
The way things tand now, 
the University of St. Francis Fight­
ing Saints are the only team stand­
ing between Olivet Men’s Basket­
ball and the NAIA Tournament.
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Track teams make stop enroute to 
NAIA Indoor National Championship
By Andy Maynard  
Sports Editor
Recently, O livet’s Men’s 
and W omen’s track teams com ­
peted in the NCCAA Indoor Na­
tional Championship in Findlay, 
Ohio. The men’s team finished in 
fifth place and the women finished 
in ninth. Though the team as a 
whole did not fare well, many of 
the individuals had outstanding 
performances.
T e rry  P e n n in g to n , a 
sophomore from Adrian, Mich., 
set a new school record for the 
200-meter dash. His time of 22.93 
seconds put him in fourth place 
at the meet.
Donnie W oodard is ranked  
fourth in the nation for the 55- 
m e te r hurdles. (Subm itted  
photo)
Three other male athletes 
qualified for the NAIA national 
meet in this competition. Donnie 
W o o d a rd , a s e n io r  from  
Glenwood, III., qualified by running 
the 55-meter hurdles in 7.52 sec­
onds and earned second place in 
the meet. Josh Franklin, who also 
received a second place in the 
meet qualified for the NAIA Na­
tional Meet with his throw of 14.9 
meters. Franklin is a freshman 
from St. Joseph, III. Also qualify­
ing in the triple jum p was Josh 
H uffm an, a sophom ore from  
Springfield, III. His jump of 13.66 
meters also earned him  third 
I place in the championship.
T h o u g h  n o n e  o f th e  
w om en in th is  com petition  
set new  schoo l records or 
qua lified  fo r the  N A IA  na ­
t io n a l m e e t as  th e  m e n ’s 
team  did, there were two out- 
s ta n d in g  p e r fo rm a n c e s .  
Dennisha Veal, a freshman from 
Kankakee, III., earned second 
place in the 55-meter dash with 
a 7.40 second run. Senio r 
Lynnae Yates from Winnebago, 
III. also earned second place in 
the 5000 meter run with a time 
of 18 minutes, 42.39 seconds.
Roth mpn’s and women’s
John Huffman completes a jump. He will be 
competeing in the NAIA Indoor Nationals for 
the triple jump. (Submitted Photo)
te a m s  w ill 
t ra v e l to  
J o h n s o n  
C ity, Tenn. 
for the NAIA 
Indoor N a­
tional Cham- 
pionship.The 
men’s team 
is s e n d in g  
five athletes 
in fo u r  
events and 
the women’s 
te a m  is 
s e n d i n g  
th re e  a th ­
letes in five 
e v e n t s .
D o n n i e  
W o o d a rd ,
J o h n  
H uffm sn, Josh Franklin , T im  
Henry, and Mike Silsby, will rep­
resent Olivet’s men’s team in the 
55-meter hurdles, triple jump, shot 
put, and the weight throw (two par- 
t ic ip a n ts ) respective ly . The 
w o m e n ’s team  is se n d in g  
Dennisha Veal in the 55-meter and 
200-meter dashes, Lynnae Yates 
in the 3000 and 5000-meter runs, 
and Emily Lindquist in the High 
Jump.
The standou t o f all of 
these outlets is Donald Woodward 
who had the fourth fastest time 
for the 55-meter hurdles in the na­
tion with his 7.52 second run at 
the NCCAA nationals.
The Tigers still have one 
more meet at the University of 
Wisconsin-Whitewater to qualify 
for the NAIA National and to im­
prove their ranking in their spe­
cific events.
Men's Club Volleyball
Another winter of practice 
has come for the Men’s Club Vol­
leyball team and their first month 
of games is upon them. After trav­
eling to Loyola University in Chi­
cago and Souther Illinois Univer­
sity at Edwardsville for tourna­
ments, the team is ready to de­
ligh t thebom e crowd with a string 
of home games.
The majority of the team 
menribeTs are returning from pre­
vious years but there is still a 
good mix of new talent. Newcom­
ers that really made an impact on 
the team by being propelled to 
-spots on-the starting roster are 
transfer, student Zach Kirkland 
and freshman Brandon Wolf.
W hen asked about the 
am ount of experience on the 
team, senior Nathan Agee said
Luke Quanstrum, junior, 
practices a spike in one o f
w —fci /c ..l —¿ML-j-w-
*t r t t *  | / *  u t v i t c » «  \ouvmnicv  T ~
photo)
“We have enough experience to 
probably be the best team I’ve 
played on.”
The Cornerstone
A COFFEE HOUSE/CLUB FOR YOUNG ADULTS 
one Friday per month at 7:30 pm
M a r .  2 1  
:: Autumn War 
:: A Dog Called Ego 
:: Frail
$5 at the door
Concessions avaBaMe
Come hear some •—  
great live music and Located west o f Rt. 45 on
bang out w ith friends! Indian Oaks Road in Bourbonnais
933-3890 www.thecomerstone.org
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■
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How we discuss
By Mark Miller 
Opinions Writer
In this time of relative politi­
cal unrest in the United States, we 
hear a lot of rhetoric. A lot. If you 
have not, just turn on your televi­
sion and flip to any one of the 
m ajor new s netw orks, CNN, 
MSNBC, etc. The rhetoric being 
spouted, unavoidably, is loaded 
with presuppositions. Not many 
are w illing  to  recogn ize this. 
These presuppositions are inex­
tricably demonstrative of a faith, 
religious, moral, linguistic, and 
an a ly tica l aspe c t (or, if you 
please, mode) of life. These 
heavy-laden  s ta te m en ts , by 
which most language is consti­
tuted, are some of the ways in 
which we conduct social inter­
course.
Often, for effect, a sense of 
im m ediacy is conveyed when 
persons are attempting to convey 
something to other persons. This 
is manifest aurally in a change in 
inflection of voice, or repetition, or, 
depending upon the person, by 
disposition, or through any num­
ber of devices. Often, emphasis 
results in an eclipsing of the irre­
ducible aspects of experiential 
reality. That is to say, immediacy, 
and elevation of one aspect over 
another results in a denigration of 
redemptive action. Immediacy in 
the sense of fervency seem s 
closely linked with this act of
“...our language is 
a complex result o f our 
providential contingen­
cies.”________________
absolutization, perhaps inescap­
ably so. For example, arguments 
will often be couched in terms of 
“democracy”, “liberty” , “freedom”, 
“ o p p re s s io n ” , “ n e c e s s ity ” , 
“threat” , “peace”, and so on. The 
content of these terms vary from 
person to person, community to 
community, narrative to narrative. 
Hence disagreement. Put an­
other way, advocates of the war 
will employ the aforementioned 
terms with a much different con­
tent than objectors to the war, as 
will everyone in between, for that 
matter. We all know well the con­
sequences of using the same 
terms but defining them differently. 
People speak past each other, 
dialogue is fruitless, and tensions, 
frustrations, and tempers esca­
late.
What should give content to 
our language? What we say, how
we say it, why we say it, in addi­
tion to what we do, how we do it, 
and why we do it, is a result of a 
complex-multiform interplay of 
where we have been raised, what 
we have experienced, people we 
have met and lived with, biotic dis­
positions, spatial dispositions, 
and our response, on all levels, 
therein. Thus, our language is a 
complex result of our providential 
contingencies. That is to say, 
words carry a lot of meaning, 
meaning that is not necessarily 
so obvious to one’s audience. 
Therefore, beyond simply engag­
ing in the rhetorical aspect of com­
munication, what about address­
ing the substantive differences—  
the incisive differences grounded 
in the “plausibility structure” of 
one’s symbolic expression of ex­
periential reality?
O ne of the m any road­
blocks to this hope is the far- 
reaching influence of the hard 
sciences. The sciences have 
g ive n  a lo t to  th e  id ea  o f 
p ro g re s s — th e  idea  th a t in ­
creased technology means a hap­
pier life for all. Faith in the sci­
ences has also taken a lot away. 
This is evident physically in the 
ravaging of our planet, via pollu­
tion and excessiveness. In the 
theoretical realm, and as acted 
out in the practical realm, the sci­
ences have influenced a dualist 
mentality. This is evident in bifur­
cations such as the fact/value di­
chotomy, where facts are distinct 
from values because they have 
been “proven” according to some 
sort of method. Facts often come 
in the form of quantified data. In 
actuality, there is no such thing 
as the fact/value dichotomy, be­
cause both facts and values rely 
upon presuppositions of faith. 
Thus their distinction comes not 
in substantive content, but in the 
way in which they are concluded 
to be what they are, the way in 
which, foundationally, they are 
esteemed and understood. This 
mentality, however, that facts are 
superior to values, dominates the 
way that many of us think.
Facts often reinforce “com­
mon-sense” . A person “knows” 
the “facts” of the situation, so 
when confronted by another in dis­
agreement the confronted will 
employ a more naive lexicon: com­
mon sense. The Oxford English 
D ic tiona ry  de fines  com m on- 
sense as “Good sound practical 
sense; combined tact and readi­
ness in dealing with the every-day 
affairs of life; general sagacity.”
Thaumaturge of the linguistic as­
pect, Pragmatist-Ironist philoso­
pher Richard Rorty describes 
being commonsensical as taking 
“for granted that statements for­
mulated in that final vocabulary 
suffice to describe and judge the 
beliefs, actions, and lives of those 
who employ alternative final vo­
cabularies (CIS, 74).” Additionally, 
Rorty describes Heidegger and 
Nabakov as in agreement con­
cerning common sense: namely, 
that “common sense is self-de­
ceptive apologia for thoughtless­
ness and vulgarity (CIS, 150).” 
Thus, the general sentiment, sans 
the contemporary pessimism, is 
that common sense is the way in 
which we, linguistically, respond 
most instinctively and “practically” 
according to our presuppositions.
“Life is complex. We 
are finiteË As students, we 
neither have all the an­
swers, nor are we any­
where close...”
Furthermore, demonstrably in the 
psychical mode of life, we de­
velop attachments and habits, 
w ays th in k in g  and o u tlo o ks  
heavily influenced by association, 
by our insecurities, our fears, our 
hopes. This reinforces the way 
in which we em ploy common 
sense, attaching even greater sig­
nificance than it would have oth­
erwise. This is a partial explana- 
tion of why, for instance, persons 
associate with groups that, osten­
sibly, society in general abhors 
and deems racist, bigoted, and so 
forth, such as the Ku Klux Klan 
and the neo-Nazis. It seems ob­
vious to the lot of us that the men­
tality involved in such blatant rac­
ism is detrimental and destructive, 
but to them, it probably is not de­
fined as such.
In terms of the current co­
nundrum, the political realm is a 
cacophony of conservative-lib­
eral bickering. There are those
who, instinctively, are gung-ho 
about going in and having “our” 
way. On the other hand, there are 
the pacifism -m onists who are 
pleading for peace, and continu­
ally remind the government of its 
transgressions. Both groups to 
this party have yet to provide any 
substantial grounds of discourse. 
One side argues for the imme­
diacy of the situation, and the 
other for the hesitancy. It is a con­
stant back and forth of vocabu­
laries that need to be unpacked, 
but that the mainstream forums 
are designed to avoid due to our 
desire for sound-byte politics.
I have exp lo red  a ll the 
above for the following reasons. 
Life is complex. We are finite. As 
students, we neither have all the 
answ ers , no r a re  anyw here  
close, nor wilhwe ever be “close.” , 
because ‘“actual knowledge’ is 
reserved to God; finite man can 
only be the ‘lover of knowledge,’ 
not himself the one who knows 
(EV, SPG).” Our understanding 
is limited. It is this time in our life 
when we are blessed with this 
First-World opportunity of further­
ing our education and deepening 
our understanding in life. All of us, 
including myself, are quick to 
judge certain situations non-re- 
flectively, that is to say, we judge 
situations more according to our 
“common-sense” than we do from 
actually thinking about things. 
And when I say “thinking”, I do not 
mean memorizing “facts” in order 
to harbor more “knowledge” to 
use in the “arsenal” of our minds. 
Rather, when I say thinking, I 
mean, reflectively recognizing and 
exploring the multi-form complex­
ity of life. This entails respecting 
other’s opinions, listening to them, 
and hearing them out, in order to 
form responses of redemptive 
value, responses that do not pan­
der to the d ia lectic  language 
game. It is only in this way that 
the substantive issues can be ad­
dressed and redem ptive d is­
course be established.
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Examining fear and prejudice
By Larry Allen 
Opinions editor
W h ethe r it has been a 
movie or a book, I have recently 
been exposed to the effects of 
fear on our behavior as individu­
als and as a society. Anytime I 
turn on the news I am confronted 
with the startling notion that what 
I don’t know about any given mys­
tery situation/product could kill 
me.
Th is is always the fo r­
mula— if you strike fear they will 
watch or buy. Just th ink of the 
boost the duct tape and plastic 
sheet markets have had recently 
when the most scared nation on 
earth was placed on “High” alert. 
It’s not that the threat is really that 
great to our individual lives, it’s just 
that we are a culture of fear.
Michael Moore’s Bowling 
fo r Colum bine  is a documentary 
which draws as conclusion a 
strong correlation between the
Unites States being the number 
one gun related violence country 
in the world with our news and the 
sensationalism of violence.
“We can all attest 
to the sense o f danger 
our media portrays 
within our society ”
The documentary doesn’t 
claim to be totalizing, but when 
compared with the U.S., Canada, 
who has sim ilar gun ownership 
rates, is shown as much less vio­
lent than we are. In fact, as the 
documentary demonstrates, it is 
even rare for Canadians to lock 
their doors.
However, in the U.S. our 
news shows much more violence 
related stories, which creates the 
perception within Americans that
all of the violence is on their door­
step and likely will happen to 
them.
W e can all attest to the 
sense of danger our media por­
trays within our society. When I 
am saturated with news cover­
age, it is very hard not to believe 
that my life isn’t in constant, im- 
’ manent danger, and that all of the 
trivial things that the news reports 
are actually influential to my daily 
life.
I would probably even find 
it easier and easier to profile other 
people just based on race or what 
appears to be the socioeconomic 
status.
However, it is not jus t our 
media that plays on our fears and 
creates this particular discrimina­
tion. Our philosophy, which is re­
flected in our society, has also 
played a key role.
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AN ARMY OF ONE
In his book Madness and  
Civilization, Michel Foucault notes 
the way that societies over the 
course o f recent h istory have 
treated and defined insanity.
It seems that what the domi­
nant school of thought fears or 
deems dangerous to that mode of 
thought, then those persons are ’ 
labeled as mentally ill. In other 
words, anything that threatens the 
security of our current ideal or 
exposes our darkest person is 
hidden from all that makes people 
like us comfortable.
“We cannot go on 
living in fear and expect 
our society to be 
healthy’’
So, this is where we are. 
W e find those that are different, 
and instead of accepting them as 
part of our community, we feel the 
need to “help” them or simply ig­
nore them so that we can live our 
lives without pain or the sight of 
genuine pain.
This is not the life of a true 
Christian. We accept a different 
way.of life. When we are fed all 
this stuff about terrorists, Iraqis, 
or even what is outcast in our 
society, we should view it through 
the lens of our Christian narrative.
We cannot go on living in 
fear and expect our society to be 
healthy or View our Christian lives 
as genuine and strong.
Christianity is a faith that 
welcomes all people, especially 
those who are downtrodden and 
rejected by the world. It is a pur­
pose for those who see nothing 
when they look into the depths of 
their spirit.
Ours is a God that came 
down to live among the prosti­
tu tes and the add icts on the 
streets of our inner-cities, and for 
the children starving in our crack 
houses. If we cannot accept them 
in our churches, then we aren’t 
the church of Christ.
Any opinion ar­
ticles, article ideas, ques­
tions, concerns or com­
ments can be sent to: 
¡alien I (d)olivet.edu
